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Urban Solutions 
Issue #19:
Adapting to a 
Disrupted World

Global Cities Need Equity, Action, 
and Focus on Citizens

The Role of Public Spaces

Designing Public Spaces 
with the Community

In the wake of COVID-19 and following COP26, how can we 
understand and revise global cities to help them emerge stronger? 
Global city leaders gathered to share their wisdom on combatting 

rising inequalities, collaborating urgently for climate action, and 
collectively re-imagining daily life as reshaped by the pandemic.

At the Nobel Week Dialogue themed “The City of the Future”, 
panellists including CLC’s Research Director Dr Limin Hee discussed 

the role of public spaces in shaping a city’s norms and culture, 
and how engaging the community should be part and parcel of 

programming and rejuvenating such spaces.

Read how designers partnered residents in Tampines, Singapore, 
to develop vibrant community spaces that encourage greater 

social interaction in their neighbourhood.
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Sustainable Cities: 
Bridging the Gap
Envision Group’s International President 
Sylvie Ouziel outlines the challenges 
that cities must address to translate 
their vision of a smart and sustainable 
future into results on the ground.

Crisis Accommodations 
in Singapore
To manage a surge in COVID-19 cases 
in mid-2020, Singapore repurposed 
several large developments into 
temporary but robust community care 
facilities, relieving pressure on hospitals.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has upended the status quo for most cities in the last 
two years. Our Centre has continued to adapt in tandem with the evolving 
circumstances. I offer some highlights from the year:

1. The World Cities Summit 2021, aptly themed “Liveable and Sustainable Cities: 
Adapting to a Disrupted World”, saw over 4,700 delegates from 556 cities in total 
at both our in-person Summit in June as well as at our series of webinars. Catch 
up on all the conversations at the WCS YouTube Channel.

2. We launched ten new publications on a wide range of topics including 
Singapore’s COVID-19 response, climate resilience, Singapore’s urban 
development and land sales experience, working closely with key partners such 
as the Tianjin Eco-City Administrative Committee and the Urban Land Institute.

3. We resumed several of our milestone training programmes for Singapore 
public servants in person, whilst a number of international programmes such 
as the inaugural Temasek Foundation Urban Resilience Programme, Pilot Online 
National Academy for Mayors of China (NAMC) Programme, Japan-Singapore 
Partnership Programme for the 21st Century (JSPP21) and the WCS Smart Cities 
Workshop were conducted online. 

In the new year, we look forward to welcoming a distinguished line-up of national 
and city leaders, speakers and delegates in person to the 8th edition of the World 
Cities Summit, to be held in Singapore from 31 July to 3 August 2022, as well as 
working with key partners on an exciting pipeline of research publications and 
projects.

While the road to living with COVID-19 has not been without several detours, it is 
heartening to see how cities and their people have remained resilient in a volatile 
environment. I hope that cities around the world will continue to collaborate and 
learn from our collective experiences to emerge stronger in a disrupted world.

Hugh Lim
Executive Director
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People painting in Trafalgar Square, London as part of the Inside Out festival in August 2021. 
Source: Taylor Floyd Mews, Unsplash 

Patrons at the central community plaza at Our Tampines Hub (OTH), Singapore.
Source: Luther Seet

Emerging micro-mobility solutions founded on digital technology, 
such as e-scooters, make the city more accessible to all citizens.
Source: Max Claus

Exhibition halls at the Singapore Expo Convention Centre were 
temporarily converted into care facilities for COVID-19 patients.
Source: Ministry of Health, Singapore
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