
Environmental Sustainability – 
The Singapore Journey

Singapore has enjoyed a reputation as a clean and green city for the last few decades. The government 
has always recognised the importance of cultivating a healthy environment to improve the people’s 
quality of life and the need to develop good infrastructure for a modern city. As the city progressed, the 
paradigm has shifted from problem-solving to that of embracing environmental sustainability. In this 
lecture, Mr Loh Ah Tuan will describe the environmental journey since Singapore’s independence in the 
1960s, what it took for Singapore to sustain her clean and green environment today; Mr Liak Teng Lit 
will provide insights into encouraging public ownership of a clean environment; and Ms Isabella Loh will 
cover the perspectives of the NGOs and private sector, using waste management as a case study to 
show how they work hand-in-hand with the government to tackle environmental challenges.
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Mr Loh Ah Tuan
Member, Panel of Experts,
Centre for Liveable Cities (CLC)

Mr Loh Ah Tuan joined the Singapore Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources 
about 35 years ago, retiring in 2007. He served as the Director-General for Environmental 
Protection and Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the National Environment Agency (NEA), 
and held portfolios in environmental planning, environmental pollution control, integrated 
solid waste management and environmental public health. 

Moderator:

Mr Liak Teng Lit
Chairman, National Environment Agency (NEA)
Group Chief Operating Officer, Perennial Real Estate Holdings Ltd
Chief Executive Officer, Perennial Healthcare Pte. Ltd

Mr Liak was the Chief Executive Officer of Alexandra Health, which provides healthcare 
services for some 700,000 people living in the north of Singapore. A pharmacist by training, 
he was involved in the restructuring of major hospitals including The National University 
Hospital, Kandang Kerbau Hospital and Singapore General Hospital. He was also the former 
chairman of the Public Hygiene Council, and led the launch of the Keep Singapore Clean 
Movement in 2012.

Ms Isabella Loh
Chairman
Singapore Environment Council (SEC)

Ms Isabella Loh has been the Chairman of the Singapore Environment Council, a non-
government organisation that partners communities, business and governments to 
achieve urban sustainable developments in Singapore and the region, since 2008. She was 
previously the President and CEO of SembCorp Environmental Management Pte Ltd from 
1999 to 2005.

Prof Paulin Straughan
Sociologist
National University of Singapore (NUS)

A/P Paulin Tay Straughan has a Ph.D. (Sociology) from the University of Virginia, USA. She is 
Deputy Head of the Department of Sociology and Vice Dean of the Faculty of Arts & Social 
Sciences (FASS) at the National University of Singapore. Her research includes issues on 
aging and population, work and family, as well as health. She was Principal Consultant for 
the Sociological Study on Littering in Singapore, commissioned by NEA in 2009. 
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About CLC

The Centre for Liveable Cities was set up in 2008 by the Ministry of National Development and the Min-
istry of the Environment and Water Resources, based on a strategic blueprint developed by Singapore’s 
Inter-Ministerial Committee on Sustainable Development. Guided by its mission to distil, create and 
share knowledge on liveable and sustainable cities, the Centre’s work spans four main areas - Research, 
Capability Development, Knowledge Platforms and Advisory. The CLC Lecture Series is a platform for 
urban experts to share their knowledge with other practitioners. For more information, please visit us at  
http://www.clc.gov.sg

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePu8mVi2BPfw8zNrz7_vudsjEAZn_aexga1xdmUYg0RKn0cQ/viewform
http://www.clc.gov.sg

